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dedication 

TO  THE 

OFFICERS  of  the  64th  Regiment. 

Gentlemen, 

I Beg  leave  to  dedicate  the  following 
pamphlet  to  you.  I hope  you  will  afford  it 
that  protection  which  its  Author  has  ever 
experienced  from  your  kindnefs.  It  was 
in  confequence  of  the  difturbances  which 
diftraCted  the  67th  regiment  on  my  arrival 
from  the  Weft  Indies,  that,  at  the  parti^ 
cular  folicitation  of  my  friends,  I changed 
my  fituation,  and  notwithflanding  many 
flattering  profpeCts  in  the  army  prefented 
themfelves  at  the  fame  time,  my  refpeCt 
for  the  Officers  of  the  67th  regiment  in- 
duced 
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due  eel  me  moil  powerfully  to  give  their  re- 
giment the  preference,  and  the  happinefs 
lhat  I promifed  myfelf  from  an  affociation 
with  gentlemen  of  fuch  acknowledged  ho- 
nour and  probity,  has  been  realized  in  the 
extreme.  On  a peru fal  of  this  narrative, 
you  will  find  the  caufes  that  led  to  my  pre- 
fent  uncomfortable  fituation  ; and  I hope 
you  will  conclude  with  me,  that  if  I had 
been  totally  diverted  of  the  nice  fenfations 
of  a Gentleman  myfelf,  it  was  a duty  that 
I owed  you,  my  former  commanding  offi- 
cers, whofe  approbation  I have  ever  re- 
ceived, and  the  army  at  large,  to  have  fa- 

crificed  my  commiffion  to  your  feelings 
for  me  upon  this  occalion.  I now  fubmit 
my  cafe  with  the  mod  perfedt  refignation, 
not  only  to  you,  but  to  the  publick  in 
general,  fully  confcious  that  I have  been 
guided  in  my  own  condudt  through  this 
diiagreeable  bufinefs,  by  the  immediate 
impulfe  of  honour  and  rigorous  neceffity. 

The 
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The  character  of  a captious  or  quarrelfome 
man,  I have  always  treated  with  the  mod 
marked  contempt ; but  notwithdanding 
I have  unfortunately  incurred  his  Majedy’s 
difpleafure,  if  you  fandtify  my  behaviour 
by  your  enviable  approbation,  I fhall  retire 
to  the  duties  of  a private  fituation,  unem- 
bittered by  regret. 

I am,  gentlemen, 

Med  affectionately. 

Your  truly  obliged. 

And  obedient  humble  fervant, 

t 

Patrick  Dillon. 

No.  £,  SufFblk-ftreet,  Charing  Croft, 

October  25,  1787. 
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CASE 

O F 

PATRICK  DILLON,  Escf. 

Being  called  upon  as  an  evidence  to  give 
tehimony  on  the  late  Court  Martial,  which 
was  convened  at  the  Horfe  Guards,  White- 
hall, for  the  trial  of  Major  Browne,  of 
the  67th  regiment  of  foot,  on  the  charges 
ol  cruelty  and  oppreffion  exhibited  againft 
him,  by  Captain  Hedges  of  the  fame 
regiment.  Captain  Hedges  hated  an  ob- 
jection to  the  competency  of  my  teftimony, 
by  afferting  that  I had  defer  ted  from  his 
Majefty's  navy,  and  that  he  held  me  in  a 
worle  light  than  Edwards,  who  hood  at 
the  bar  accufed  of  having  robbed  his  maf- 
ter  Major  Browne;  and  fubmitted  to  the 
Court  Martial,  how  much  more  improper 
it  was  to  admit  my  evidence  as  valid,  than 
he  who  was  only  lufpeCted  of  having  com- 
mitted a theft.  Upon  this  direCt,  fcanda- 
lous  and  falle  charge,  I begged  permiflion 
to  addrefs  the  Court  in  a few  words,  and 
as  Captain  Hedges  had  thought  proper 

^ thus 
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thus  pufclickly  to  malign  my  character, 
the  only  fatisfadtion  I could  then  embrace 
was  to  give  the  Court  Martial  a brief  ac- 
count of  my  progreffion  in  the  fervice,  and 
let  my  character  anfwer  for  itfelf.  This  in- 
dulgence being  granted,  I proceeded  to  in- 
form the  Court,  that  “ I changed  my  folia- 
tion from  his  Majefty’s  navy  in  South  Ca- 
rolina to  the  army,  where  I was  appointed 
Affiftant  Surgeon  to  the  General  Hofpital, 
by  Dr.  Hayes,  the  Phylician  General,  and  it 
is  to  his  good  report  of  my  profeffional  fkill 
and  attention,  that  I was  indebted  for  an 
immediate  advancement,  and  fent  on  ac- 
tual fervice  ; he  recommended  me  to  the 
protedlion  of  Lord  Rawdon,  and  I was, 
in  confequence,  appointed  furgeon  to  the 
battalions  of  light  infantry  and  grenadiers. 
Having  fpent  that  campaign  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  under  his  Lordfhip’s  command,  by 
the  warmefl  recommendations  from  my 
commanding  officers,  and  the  Phyfician 
General  to  his  Lordffiip,  I fucceeded  to 
the  vacant  Surgeoncy  of  his  own  regi- 
ment.As  I attempted  to  continue  my  nar- 
rative the  whole  Court  interfered,  which 
was  inftantly  ordered  to  be  cleared,  and 
whofe  feelings  for  me  on  this  occafion  I 
fhall  ever  remember  with  the  moil  lively 
fenfe  of  gratitude. 


Shortly 


Shortly  after  the  Court  refumed,  when 
Sir  Charles  Gould,  the  Judge  Advo- 
cate, read  the  following  declaration. 

“ Captain  Hedges,  the  Court  think 
it  very  unbecoming  of  you  to  have  brought 
fuch  a circumftance  forward,  particularly 
as  Surgeon  Dillon  holds  his  Majefty’s 
commillion  ; befides  it  is  a matter  that  the 
Court  has  nothing  to  do  with.” 

This  malicious  attempt  of  which  he  was 
guilty,  has  eventually  rendered  him  no  ma- 
terial fervice,  but  has  been  inftrumental 
in  all  probability,  to  that  difmiffion  he  has 
fince  experienced.  In  confequence  of  this 
grols  and  unprecedented  infult,  I was  ad- 
vifed  immediately,  on  his  coming  out  of 
Court,  by  all  my  friends,  to  fend  him  a 
meffage  expreffive  of  my  refentment  for  his 
bafe  and  unwarrantable  affertions  ; but  this 
meafure  was  inftantly  over-ruled,  as  the 
Court  was  then  fitting,  and  my  friends 
were  apprehenfive  that  he  would  make  an 
appeal  to  them  for  their  prote&ion,  and 
declare  that  he  was  intimidated  from  car- 
rying on  the  profecution ; but  the  Court 
Martial  having  terminated  a few  days  after 
this  tranfa&ion,  I fent  Captain  Hedges 
the  following  meffage  : 
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The  meffage  which  was  delivered  by  Mr. 

Costello. 

“ Sir, 

I am  defired  by  Mr.  Dillon  to  demand 
an  immediate  meeting  from  you,  to  an- 
fwer  for  the  opprobrious  and  ungentle- 
manlike epithets,  which  you  made  ufe  of 
to  the  Court  Martial,  when  he  came  to  de- 
liver his  tedimony.” 

Upon  this  intimation  he  declined  the 
meeting,  remarking  at  the  fame  time^ 
that  as  he  had  given  his  opinion  of  me 
to  the  Court  Martial,  he  could  not  think 
of  it ; Mr.  Costello  then  informed 
him,  that  his  character  was  at  dake ; 
that  the  world  was  not  inclined  to  think 
as  he  did,  and  that  he  mud;  take  the 
confequence  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  army 
and  the  world,  to  whom  the  circumdance 
Ihould  be  made  known. 


REMARKS. 

• '*  . * 

After  the  pulfe  of  his  firmnefs  as  a man 
had  been  thus  felt,  my  friends  concluded, 
that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  proceed  any 
farther  in  the  affair,  until  the  fentence  of 
the  Court  was  made  known ; and  that 

as 
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as  the  conduct  of  Captain  Hedges  might 
be  held  in  a very  dubious  light,  even  at 
that  time,  by  the  Court-Martial,  and  ap- 
prehenfive  of  committing  the  final  left  in- 
delicacy towards  the  refpedtable  Court  then 
fitting,  it  was  agreed  that  my  refentment 
Should  be  fufpended. 

I always  entertained  'an  idea,  from  the 
general  character  of  my  opponent,  that  he 
would  feize  the  drib  opportunity  that  of- 
fered, of  protecting  his  perfon  from  the 
conlequences  naturally  to  be  expected  from 
his  inful t to  me,  by  availing  himfelf  of 
the  doCtrine  contained  in  the  Articles  of 
War  ; I,  therefore,  declined  fending  a mi- 
litary gentleman  upon  this  troublefome  oc- 
casion, well  knowing  that  an  officer  might 
become  the  obiedt  of  his  indirect  refent- 
ment , by  being  Subject  to  the  Serious  pe- 
nalties of  a Court-Martial  ; and  how  far 
thefe  fufpicions  were  jullifiable,  the  fol- 
lowing events  will  Sufficiently  prove. 
Thefe  combinations  of  circumftances  made 
me  defer  any  farther  procedure,  until  that 
period  of  time  fhould  arrive,  when  pru- 
dence. might  warrant  hoflility^  dreading 
that  moment,  the  ferocious  Captain 
Hedges  took  Shelter  under  the  banners 
of  his  friend  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  of 
his  own  regiment,  who,  from  motives  of 
charity  to  him,  as  well  as  motives  of  juC- 

2 tice 
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tice  to  a man  of  honour,  laid  his  terrors  at 
the  feet  of  Majefty — the  complainant  filing 
for  protection  from  the  aggregate  horrors 
of  a challenge,  which  was  immediately 
granted,  by  my  being  put  under  an  arreft 
on  Friday  the  4th  day  of  October,  by  the 
following  meftage,  which  was  delivered 
by  Enfign  Man  waring  of  the  67th  regi- 
ment. 


" Sir, 

M I am  defired  by  Lieutenant  General 
Maxwell  Browne,  and  Major  General 
Crosrie,  to  inform  you,  that  you  are  un- 
der an  arreft  by  his  Majefty’s  command,  in 
confequence  of  your  conduCt  to  Captain 
Hedges  of  the  67th  regiment.” 

* 

Thus  an  Algerine  corfair,  when  afraid  of 
being  conquered  by  fome  unoffending  veffel 
that  fhe  has  affailed,  feuds  with  difmay 
under  the  cannon  of  Gibraltar  for  refuge, 
though  the  caufe  of  fuch  a degradation  has 
been  excited,  by  her  own  bafe  and  infernal 
violation  of  focial  duty  and  humanity. 


On 
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On  Saturday  the  5th  of  Odober,  I fent 

the  following  letter  to  Sir  George 

Yonge,  Secretary  at  War. 

1 , 

« Sir, 

t€  Having  been  ordered  under  arreft  by 
Lieutenant  General  Browne  and  General 
Crosbie,  of  the  67th  regiment,  in  con- 
fequence  of  their  reprefentation  of  my  con- 
dud:  to  Captain  Hedges  of  the  faid  regi- 
ment, unconfcious  of  any  crime  or  caufe, 
I have  to  requeft  a copy  of  any  charges 
exhibited  againft  me,  and  am. 

Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 

Humble  fervant, 

P.  Dillon, 
Surgeon  64th  regiment. 
Sir  Geo.  Yonge,  Bart. 

^Secretary  at  War. 

Upon  my  not  receiving  any  anfwer  to 
this  letter,  I was  perfuaded  by  my  friends 
to  let  the  matter  remain  as  it  was,  as  the 
palpable  caufe  of  my  confinement  was  to 
prevent  any  bad  confcquences  between 
Captain  Hedges  and  myfelf,  and  all  were 
perfedly  fatisfied  that  the  affair  would  ne- 
ver come  before  a Court  Martial,  nor  make 
it  neceffary  to  require  the  interceffion  of 

my 
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my  friends,  at  that  time  in  town,  with  his 
Majefly.  I was  the  more  confidently  deluded 
into  this  fecurity  by  the  Secretary  at  War’s 
lilence  upon  the  fubject,  and  whofe  cha- 
racter alone  infured  me,  that  he  would  deal 
out  juflice  with  an  impartial  hand.  I could 
not,  however,  prevail  upon  myfelf  to  re- 
ject the  fufpicions  altogether  which  arofe  in 
my  mind  as  to  the  candour  and  integrity 
of  Captain  Hedges,  well  knowing  that 
cowardice  was  a finking  feature  in  the  por- 
trait of  a detractor.  Impelled  by  fuch  fen- 
timents,  and  fufpecting  mifreprefentations, 
I wrote  the  following  letter  to  General 
Maxwell  Browne  on  the  ninth  of 
October. 


“ Sir, 

“ Having  been  fince  the  4th  inflant  con- 
fined under  arrefl,  by  your  and  Major  Ge- 
neral Crosbie’s  reprefentation  of  me  to 
his  Majefly,  for  my  conduct  to  Captain 
H edges  of  the  67th  regiment,  unconfci- 
ous  of  any  caufe,  I have  to  requefl  you  will 
be  fo  kind  as  to  fend  me  the  fpecifick 
charges  preferred  againfl  me,  that  I may 
take  fuch  fleps  as  may  be  prudent  in  my 
own  vindication,  that  his  Majefly  may  not 

receive 
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receive  any  unfavourable  impreflions  of  me 
in  his  royal  bread. 

I am. 

Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient. 
Humble  fervant, 
Patrick  Dillon, 
Surgeon  64th  regiment. ” 
Maj.  Gen.  Maxwell  Browne, 

07th  regiment. 

On  the  fucceeding  day,  0(51.  10,  I re- 
ceived the  following  letter  from  General 
Maxwell  Browne  : 

New  CavenctiJJj-Jlreet , Oct.  g« 
Sir, 

“ I received  your  letter  of  yefterday,  and 
have  to  inform  you,  that  the  complaint  pre- 
ferred againd  you  by  Captain  Hedges,  I 
gave  to  his  Majedy’s  Secretary  at  War,  a 
copy  of  which  I have  not. 

I am. 

Sir, 

Yours,  &c. 

Ed.  Maxwell  Browne.” 

Mr.  Dillon,' 

Surgeon  64th  regiment. 
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Difcovering  by  the  above  letter,  that  a 
charge  had  been  exhibited  againd  me,  oa 
the  nth  ot  October,  I inclofed  General 
Browne’s  letter  with  a copy  of  that  which 
occafioned  his  anfwer  to  Sir  George 
Yonge,  moil  earnedly  requeuing  a copy  of 
the  charge,  that  I might  endeavour  to  ob- 
viate any  difagreeable  confeqnences  that 
might  arife,  andalfo  reprefen  ted  to  him  the 
uncomfortable  fenfations  that  I was  reduced 
to  the  necelhtyof  enduring  from  an  arred* 
without  either  crime  or  caufe,  and  that 
inconvenience  effected  by  the  unfupported 
aflertions  of  fuch  a man  as  Captain  Hedges 
of  the  67th  regiment. 

REMARK. 

The  fame  filence  was  obferved  in  regard 
to  this  letter,  as  I experienced  on  the  5th 
indant,  when  I drd  wrote  to  the  Secretary 
at  War;  and  the  fame  opinion  of  my. 
friends  as  to  the  impoffibility  of  my  receiv- 
inginjury  dill  operated.  In  this  dage  of  the 
bufinefs  they  uniformly  advifed  me  to  bear 
the  arred  with  patience,  until  the  Court 
Martial  met  to  give  fentence  on  the  late 
trial,  as  then,  in  all  human  probability, 
the  whole  affair  would  terminate  happily; 
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and  they  were  the  mare  emboldened  to  en- 
force that  idea,  from  a eonfideration  that 
the  whole  Court  were  in  poileflion  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  intuit,  and  would,  as  men 
of  honour,  juftify,  in  their  own  bo  form, 
even  more  violent  meafures  than  I had 
purfued,  as  the  offence  given  was  publick, 
grofs,  and  unwarrantable,  and  that,  if  re- 
quired on  my  part,  they  would  reprefent 
the  whole  affair  to  his  Majefty ; they 
urged  likewife,  that  if  it  was  their  inten- 
tion to  try  me  by  a Court  Martial,  my 
crime  would  have  been  fent  to  me  long 
before,  agreeably  to  the  fpirit  and  injunc- 
tion of  the  Articles  of  War.  That  if  any 
ferious  confequience  was  to  be  the  event, 
an  equal  field  of  adtion,  at  lead,  would  be 
given  to  the  accufed  as  to  the  accufer  ; be- 
iides,  it  was  not  reafonable  to  conclude  that 
the  bare  affertioh  of  a perfon,  whole  beha- 
viour as  a witnefs  was  reprehended,,  even 
on  oath,  before  the  late  Court  Martial, 
and  who  has  lince  been  difmiffed  the  fer- 
vice,  would  be  conlidered  as  admiflible,  or 
dgnified  with  even  the  common  forms  of 
attention. 

A firm  reliance  on  the  equal  diftribution 
of  juftice  in  the  War  Department  from  Sir 
George  Yonge,  flrengthened  thofe  ideas 
which  my  friends  had  fuggefted ; however 
it  fhould  be  remarked  with  much  point, 
that  notwithftanding  my  warm  entreaties 

C 2 ,tO 
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to  the  contrary,  I was  ftill  kept  in  the 
dark  as  to  what  reprefen  tations  had  been 
made  to  his  Majedy  relative  to  my  conduct. 
General  Browne  having  declared  that  he 
a&ed  but  officially  as  commanding  officer 
of  the  67th  regiment,  in  presenting  the 
complaints  from  Captain  Hedges,  at  the 
fame  time  adding,  that  he  was  a total 
dranger  to  the  contents  or  particulars  of 
the  charge.  With  infinite  humility  I will 
here  prefume  to  remark,  that  it  appears 
fomewhat  irreconcileable  to  my  common 
conception  of  what  is  right  and  wrong, 
that  General  Browne  fhould  prefent  a 
charge  againfl  me,  fraught  with  Such  im- 
portant confequences  to  my  peace  and  fil- 
tered:, without  even  deigning  to  examine 
its  complexion  ; perhaps  this  remark  is  lu- 
perfluous  and  improper  ; but*  at  any  rate, 
I have  thought  it  neceflary  to  commit  it  to 
paper,  with  this  fimple  excufe,  it  is  the 
language  of  my  reafon.  As  General  Browne 
has  formally  declared  his  ignorance  of  the 
fubffance  of  the  complaint,  the  knowledge 
of  it  I mud:  now  venture  to  fuppofe  lies 
with  Major  General  Crosbie. 


On 
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On  the  17th  of  October  I received  the 
following  letter. 

“ Sir, 

I have  it  in  command  from  the  King  to 
acquaint  you,  that  his  Majefty  has  thought 
ft  to  difinifs  you  from  his  fervice. 

I am.  Sir, 

Your  mo  ft  obedient, 
Humble  Servant, 
George  Yonge.” 

Surgeon  Dillon, 

64th.  reg.  No.  5,  Suffolk-ftreet,  Char- 
ing Crofs. 

* 1 ■ . > \ 

On  the  1 8th  I waited  on  the  Surgeon 
General,  to  whom  I prefen  ted  the  above 
letter,  and  whofe  concern  alone  upon  the 
occafion  would  bean  ample  compenfation 
to  me  for  any  other  lofs  1 could  have  fuf- 
tained,  except  that  of  being  removed  from 
under  his  generous  protection  in  the  fer- 
vice. I hope  the  world  will  not  accufe  me 
of  vanity  in  bringing  forward  the  approba- 
tion of  Mr.  Adair  with  fome  degree  of 
oftentation,  as  I have  always  conlidered 
that  the  man  muff  have  ftrong  pretentious 
to  general  efteem,  who  could  merit  fo  warm 
a profeffional  eulogium  as  Mr.  Adair 
thought  proper  to  beftow  upon  me ; he 

did 
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t£i<i  more  than  bear  teflimony  to  the  efficl- 
etjcy  of  my  character,  hefeltYor  my  fixa- 
tion, into  which  the  error  of  a moment 
had  plunged  me,  and  that  error  too  origi- 
nating from  obeying  an  impulfe  of  refen  t- 
ment  infeparable  from  the  character  of  a 
man-  of  honor,  an  impulfe  which-  if  I did 
mot  po fiefs  and  exerciie,  I Should  become  an 
ehjedt  of  fcorn  to  the  brave  and  liberal  part 
of  fociety.  Was  I able  to  draw  the  exaft 
likenefs  of  Mr.  Adair, I Should  pour  tray  the 
mod:  amiable  of  mankind,  who  unites  with 
the  mod  exalted  Skill,  the  humanity  and  be- 
nevolence of  a Howard,  and  whofe  unwea- 
ried attentions  are  employed  to  diminifh  the 
calamities  incident  to  our  fituation,  and 
hold  forth  encouragement  and  rewards  to 
cbfcure  merit,  though  unallied  to  ftatef- 
snen,  and  unbleft  with  the  patronage  of 
nobility. 

On  a recital  of  my  cafe,  Mr.  Adair  de- 
iired  that  I would  llate  my  fervices  to  the 
Secretary  at  War,  and  to  throw  myfelf  en- 
tirely upon  his  Majedy’s  clemency.  As  Mr. 
Adair’s  Yfires  Should  be  eagerly  fulfilled, 
I immediately  wrote  a letter  to  Sir  George 
Yonge,  of  die  following  tendency. 

In  my  letter  to  Sir  George  Yonge  I 
dated  my  having  been  upwards  of  feven 
years  a furgeon  in  his  Majedy’s  fervice, 
the  former  part  of  which  time  was  con- 
dimed  in  fevere  duty,  while  I remained 
with  the  army  in  America,  where  I had 

the 


the  misfortune  to  be  taken  pri  loner;  'after 
that  period  I was  fent  to  the  Weil-  Indies* 
where  my  health  was  materially  injured  bf 
the  confequences  of  a 1 moil  inceffant  duty, 
and  the  unwholefomenefs  of  the  climate  j 
and  that  thefe  ler vices  were  performed,  a& 
I had  every  reafon  to  believe,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  all  my  commanding  officers* 
as  they  frequently  did  me  the  honour  to  he 
zealoufly  forward  in  acknowledging  their 
good  opinion  of  me,  both  as  an  officer  and 
a gentleman.  All  thefe  circumliances  com- 
bined, induced  me  to.  inform  the  Secretary 
at  War  that  I thought  myfelf  entitled  to, 
at  lead,  an  impartial  hearing,  particularly 
as  it  was  to  defend  myfelf  by  the  language 
of  truth,  from  an  event  fraught  with  the 
mod  irremediable  and  momentous  oonfe- 
quences  to  an  individual,  whole  pri- 
mary ambition  was  to  lerve  the  King 
his  under  with  vigilance  and  fidelity  5 that 
it  had  unfortunately  fallen  to  my  own 
loi  -to  plead  my  own  caufe,  my  friends 
in  general  being  abfent,  and  particularly 
Lord  Rawdon,  and  my  prefent  com- 
manding officer  Colonel  Eyre;  added 
to  this,  my  being  confined  as  a prifoner* 
by  which  uncouth  accident  I was  denied 
all  the  advantages  that  might  probably 
arife  from  perfonal  exertions  in  an  affair  of 
this  tendency.  However,  I affured  Sir 
George  Yonge  there  were  many  other 
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Field  Officers,  now  in  England,  who 
would  be  refponfible  for  my  demeanour 
upon  all  occafions.  For  my  pretenfions  as 
a profeffional  man,  who  had  fome  legal 
claim  to  the  material  requifites  of  ability 
and  attention,  I referred  him  to  Mr. 
Adair,  the  Surgeon  General,  and  to  the 
Phyfician  General,  Dr.  H ayes,  under 
whom  I had  ferved  in  America;  and,  finally, 
requelled  him  to  lay  this  account  of  my 
progreffion  in  the  army  before  his  Majefly, 
upon  whofe  rpyal  clemency  I had  the  mod: 
perfect  reliance,  not  doubting  but  that  the 
defired  confequence  would  be  an  impartial 
invefligation  of  my  condud,  or  a refloration 
to  my  rank  in  the  army. 

Previous  to  the  conveyance  of  the  above 
letter  to  Sir  George  Yonge,  the  Sur- 
geon General  vilited  him  in  my  behalf,  and 
was  pleafed  to  mention  me  in  the  mofl 
handfome  manner:  the  immediate  fruit  of 
this  interference  was  a requifition  to  his 
Majefly  on  the  lucceeding  day  for  my  reflo- 
ration,  when  my  letter  to  the  Secretary  at 
War  was  laid  before  the  King;  but  his 
Majefly  remained  inexorable  as  to  my  fate  ; 
looking  upon  my  condud  towards  Captain 
Hedges,  as  a contempt  to  the  Court  Mar- 
tial then  fitting. 
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On  the  19th  of  October  I received  the 
following  letter* 


“ Sir,  War -Office. 

I have  received  your  letter  of  yederday’s 
date,  and  am  to  acquaint  you,  that  his  Ma- 
jedy  does  not  think  it  confident  with  the 
good  of  his  fervice  to  countermand  your 
difmiffion. 

I am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  fervant. 
Geo.  Yonge. 

P.  Dillon,  Efq. 

* 

Upon  receiving  this  official  intimation 
from  the  Secretary  at  War,  I refigned  ai- 
med every  hope  of  being  reindated,  but  I 
had  not  fufficient  firm nefs  to  refled  upon 
the  event  without  infinite  agony;  and  the 
principal  caufe  of  that  perturbation  arofe 
from  my  heart-felt  forrow,  that  a man 
could  be  finally  condemned  in  this  country, 
and  difrobed  of  his  fortune  and  his  peace, 
without  being  permitted  to  enjoy  the 
common  fatisfadion  of  previoufly  perufing 
the  letter  of  his  accufation ; but  an  im- 
pulfe  of  duty,  as  well  as  veneration,  com- 
mands me  to  be  filent,  as  the  completion 
of  my  ruin  in  the  army  (however  irregularly 
and  bafely  effected  by  my  enemies)  has  been 
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hallowed  with  the  approbation  of  my  King, 
I (hall  endeavour  to  bear  my  defiiny  as  I 
ought,  with  decent  refignation. 

As  foon  as  I had  recovered  from  the  firft 
imprefiions  of  that  anxiety  and  confterna- 
tion  into  which  I was  hurried  by  this  un- 
welcome communication  of  my  fate,  I wrote 
a letter  to  Lord  Rawdon,  and  another  to 
Major  Doyle,  exprefilve  of  my  concern 
for  this  unexpected  and  ruinous  ifiue ; to 
which  letters  I received  the  following  kind 
anfwers. 


Copy  of  Major  Doyle’s  Letter. 

Donington-Park,  Leicefterjhire , 
Oftober  20,  1787. 

My  dear  Sir, 

It  is  with  infinite  regret  I learn  from 
your  letter,  that  his  Majefty  has  been  fo 
much  difpleafed  with  your  conduCt,  as  to 
direCt  your  being  difmified  from  his  fer- 
vice.  It  mull  have  been  firangely  mifre- 
prefented  to  the  King,  or  you  mult  have 
very  much  changed  }our  character  fince  I 
knew  you,  to  have  merited  fo  fevere  a pu- 
nifhment. 

Had  a public  invefiigation  into  your  , 
character  afforded  me  the  opportunity,  I 
fhould  have  been  happy  to  have  done  it  that 
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judice  which  your  exemplary  good  beha- 
viour deferved,  while  you  were  under  my 
command,  upon  very  adive  fervice  in  Ame- 
rica. I lhall  always  be  ready  to  tedify, 
that  your  profedional  attention  and  huma- 
nity, and  your  condud  as  a Gentleman, 
met  with  my  fulled;  approbation  as  your 
Commanding  Officer,  and  obtained  for  you 
the  good  opinion  and  regard  of  the  Officers 
and  foldiers  of  the  regiment. 

You  propofe  going  immediately  to  Dub- 
lin; I ffiall  be  there  to  attend  Parliament 
in  November,  and  if  I can  render  you  any 
fervice,  you  may  freely  command  it,  as  I 
am,  from  a knowledge  of  your  charader. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Your  very  faithful  fervant, 

J.  Doyle, 

Major,  late  105th  regiment. 

P.  S.  From  the  manner  in  which  I 
have  heard  Colonel  Doyle  fpeak  of 
you  while  he  commanded  the  regi- 
ment, I have  no  doubt  he  will  readily 
give  you  any  tellimonials  you  may  re- 
quire. 

P.  Dillon,  Efq. 
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Copy  of  Lord  Rawdon’s  Letter. 

DvwKgton,  C Bober  21,  1787. 
Sir, 

It  was  with  much  concern  that  I recei- 
ved, from  your  letter,  the  information  of 
your  difmiffion  from  the  fervice.  The  ftridt 
juffice  of  the  meafure,  however  fevere, 
cannot  be  arraigned,  as  you  voluntarily  ran 
the  hazard  of  a penalty  to  which  you  knew 
your  conduft  rendered  you  liable:  but  you 
muff  have  the  fatisfadlion  to  feel,  that  it 
reflects  no  difcredit  upon  you,  whilft  the 
not  having  taken  thofe  fteps  by  which  you 
incurred  it,  would  have  expofed  you  to 
contempt.  No  man  can  hold  in  greater 
abhorrence  than  I do,  the  character  of  a 
captious  perfon  : there  are  offences,  how- 
ever, which,  according  to  the  way  of 
thinking  eftablifhed  amongfl:  Gentlemen, 
leave  it  not  in  the  option  of  a man  of  ho- 
nour to  be  patient ; and  fuch,  by  all  I have 
heard,  was  the  affront  that  you  received. 
Till  fome  fufficient  punifhment  fhall  be 
awarded  againft  thofe  who  wantonly  offer 
infults  of  that  nature,  it  will  be  incum- 
bent on  every  officer  to  take  it  upon  him- 
felf,  whatever  ordinance  may  ftand  in  the 
way. 
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You  fay,  you  wiffi  to  be  a flu  red  that  £ 
was  Satisfied  with  your  behaviour  whil'd: 
you  were  in  my  regiment.  When  I ap- 
pointed you  furgeon  to  it,  I believe  I had 
never  feen  you.  Wifhing  to  fhew  juliioe 
to  every  branch  of  the  army  under  my 
command,  upon  the  vacancy  I enquired 
which  of  the  mates  in  the  General  Hofpi- 
tal  was  moil:  deferving  for  his  attention  to 
duty,  and  for  his  private  character.  You 
were  named  to  me  as  fuch,  and  I gave  you, 
in  confequence,  the  appointment.  Your 
behaviour  judided  the  reprefen tation  that 
had  been  made  in  \our  favour.  The  Offi- 
cers commanding  the  regiment,  at  differ- 
ent periods,  always  fpoke  of  jour  con- 
du6t  with  fatisfacfion  ; and,  from  every 
appearance,  I have  reafon  to  believe,  that 
you  were  much  efteemed  in  the  corps. 

I am  happy  to  bear  a tedimony  which  f 
think  due  to  you ; and  remain. 

Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient  fervant, 

Rawdon. 

Mr.  Dillon. 

With  fuch  honourable  tedlmonies  in  his 
favour,  what  man  would  not  be  proud  ? 
and  to  fpeak  the  truth,  at  the  moment  that 
I received  thofe  letters,  I had  need  of  fome 
fuch  conciliating  antidote  to  misfortune. 
As  by  far  the  greater  part  of  mankind  are 
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difpofed  to  be  uncharitable  in  their  opinion, 
and  being  likewife  totally  ignorant  of  the 
exacftnefs  of  military  difcipline,  and  ferious 
effects  that  are  produced  by  any  violation 
of  good  order  in  the  army,  I thought  it 
incumbent  on  me  to  publifh  this  fhort  nar- 
rative of  a fad,  in  vindication  of  my  cha- 
racter, previous  to  my  quitting  London ; 
and  that  the  world  may  be  enabled  to  form 
fome  judgment  of  the  candour  of  Major 
General  Crosbie’s  reprefentations  of  my 
conduct  to  his  Majefty,  who  has  doubtlels 
imbibed  impreffions  to  my  difadvantage 
from  fome  perfon , who  under  the  mafk  of 
impartiality  and  the  good  of  the  fervice, 
was  only  aiming  an  effectual  blow  to  over- 
throw my  purfuits;  and  what  is  infinitely 
worfe,  to  excite  his  Majefty’s  difpleafure 
towards  me,  that  the  cup  of  my  vexation 
might  be  charged  to  the  very  brim;  but 
the  motives  for  that  perlon’s  conduct  are 
as  notorious  as  my  difmiffion.  The  cruel 
and  impolitic  lenity  of  his  command  in 
the  Weft-Indies  to  the  foldiers  at  Port  Li- 
berty, by  the  indulgences  of  drunkennefs, 
and  expofure  to  heat,  damp  and  cold,  was 
attended  with  fuch  oreadful  calamities,  as 
were  never  known  before  even  in  the  heat 
of  battle;  all  which  traits  of  his  command 
I oppofed  by  my  reprefentations,  as  fre- 
quently as  I had  an  opportunity,  and  in 
doing  which  I literally  fulfilled  the  duties 
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of  my  fituation  ; I could  not,  as  the  fer- 
vant  and  furgeon  of  his  Majefty,  fee  the 
ranks  daily  thinning,  by  the  horrid  con- 
fequences  of  intemperance  in  that  country, 
without  holding  out  my  arm  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  my  fellow  creatures. 

With  all  my  imperfections  on  my  head, 
I have  now  ventured  to  hand  before  the 
awful  tribunal  of  the  publick,  though  1 
mud:  declare,  it  is  a fituation  into  which  I 
have  not  willingly  entered,  and  hope  it  will 
be  confidered  as  a meafure  of  necefiity, 
and  not  forward  prefumption.  The  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  Army  are  nice  in  their  dis- 
criminations of  honour  and  profellional  duty; 
they  require  that  the  reputation  of  each 
other  fhould  be  as  unfullied  as  the  moun- 
tain fnow,  and  if  a fpeck  fhould  be  un- 
avoidably contracted,  the  caufes  of  that 
pollution  muft  be  clearly  explained. 

I fhall  now  retire  to  a life  of  privacy, 
-and  I thank  God,  that  my  reflections  will 
not  be  viiited  by  the  abhorred  idea,  that  I 
have  been  obliged  to  quit  the  fervice  of  my 
King,  for  vilifying  the  character  of  a gen- 
tleman, when  protected  by  fuperior  powers, 
and  afterwards  refuting  to  give  him  fatis- 
faCtion,  when  that  protection  was  re- 
moved. 
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